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* doubt, by Fulbright's having nalvely sugges-
: ted that he resign as President’ when the
Republicans won control of the Congzess in
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If there is one of its public ﬂ'gu'”%%s that
the knowlng town of Washington never has
quite understood, pigeonholed or put its fin-

ger on, that man' is the languld and eloquent :
1—-——«

junior Senator from Arkansas, Jarhes Wﬂf

Fulbright. He is the chairman of the Sena¥e’ 2

Foreign Relations Committee, a ranking fig-

ure in the hmited intellectual hierdrchy’ of;.

Capitol Hill, and the subject of his rath

unusual new book--a collection of his papers 5T

and speeches during twenty years in Cbn-

gress under the file “Fulbright of Arkansas v

Harry Trumgn-ofee called him “that over-
educated Oxford 8.0.B.”" (Infliienced, -

1946). Joe McCarthy liked-to call him “Half-
bright.”” He has been cofidemned as ohe who

supports Arabs instead of Israelis, slugged'v'

by the right for criticizing the [nirusion. of
the military into politics, slighted by the left
for equivocating on the Southern racial gies-

tion, and he was the only leading personage °

in Washmgton to enter a really forceful dis-

sent before President Kennedy embarked on -

the Bay of Pigs fiasco.
That makes Fulbright sound like a fear—

lessly embattled rebel, a sort of constitutional -
gadfly. In fact he is a mild-mannered fellow, ¥

not at ‘all given to controversy Ior contro-
versy’s sake, usually standing som@vhat aloof
from the current scene, and with 5!
reformer’s zeal in his makeup.

‘A Genuine- Conservative %

. In a foreword to this new. book of Sen- :

ator Fulbright's .papers, Walter Lippma:nn
.calls him “as genuine a ‘conservative in the

-great tradition of conservafism as exists. in -
our public life today.” And Lippmann defines .

that “‘great tradition” in this way:

“The true conservatives, of whom the
“entirctorgs vbhitpeants ot -deaEleehill. g ne,
Ably if admiringly edited by Karl E. Meycr,
an editorial writer on The Washington Post,

. it presents the most notable Fulbright docu-
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ments from his two decades in Congress —
his reply to the acid Clare Boothe Luce in
his maiden speech in the House, his call for
Mr. Trumah's resignation (he suggcsted Mr.
Eisenhower resign, too, when the I?ttcr lost
control of Congress in 1954), some of his

. assaults on McCarthy, his prescient calls for

The Public Posi-
tions of a Private Thinker. Bdited by Karl E.

Meyer, with a foreword of Walter Lippmann.
276 pp. Washington: Robert B, Luce, Inc. $5.50.

Mr. Wicker is a staff member of The New
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ec ‘al to The,Mew Yok, T:mes,

era;

Off. the 1962,
pohtms\ evep
passmg of the old

about m1htary f1guree in

N le t gt marks thelr author
.in'a E‘Hna,te tha lon% ago lost most of its
eia.im 1o distinguished Bebate or even oratory.

. Coyrpg;,. _V(ertqunly — as_exemplified by the

Senator’s rema;;ks in the Hdnéerous McCarthy

aver Fulbrlght’; xelu( tance to speak out on
racial affairs in_ the ,uou,th .

Wisdom, wit, foreblght undelstandmg all
the’ andalysisTI§ SONNT WHeln applea 1o e el

tire relationship of President and. Congress.
Unfortunately, it is a minority view in a Con-
gress that still seeks at every chance to im-

pose its primacy on the President, rather than .

to do its fair and responsﬂole share to help
him govern.
The result is that Congress is fast failing

to perform any constructive partin 20th cen- |

tury government.

Senator Fulbright's views on foreign pol-
icy and other affairs, as presented in this un-
critical book, are admirable. One wonders,
however, if it is not rather his thoughtful
conception of the legislator's role and his
performance in it that will be counted his
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wmorous. lament for the |

although Meyer péysey rather lightlyrj
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